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REBUS CLUB of HIBISCUS COAST 
May 2022 

Mailing Address – 37 Beauvoir Ave, Matakatia, AK 0930 

Affiliated to Rebus NZ Incorporated 

                                            http://www.rebus-hibiscuscoast.co.nz 
Email: hibiscusrebus@gmail.com 

 Club Bank A/c - 12 3084 0176946 00 
 

Where you will find Fun, Friendship and Conviviality. 
     

Committee and key roles 
   President:             Garth Dutton 4283673        Vice President:        
   Past President:   Phil Martell 424 7733          Secretary:  Paul Robinson 424 8176 
   Treasurer:            Bryan Wentworth    424 0373        Membership:   Phil Martell 424 7733  
   Bulletin:               Phil Martell         424 7733       Trips & Events:  Steve Waller 558 8454   
   Door Prizes:         Fergus Small* 027 264 1366    Welfare/Transport: Murray Paterson 424 1027 
   Speakers         David Gatland 428 7260       Kim Hanna* 424 0350 
   Website:   Les Wistrand  428 7564     Kitchen Supply:   Bill Dowds*       428 5924  
   Rebus NZ Liaison:  Graeme McIntosh*  424 7115        Mike Peake* 428 4413 
   Photography: Graeme McIntosh*  424 7115     Database:   Phil Martell 424 7733 
   Presentation/IT Les Wistrand 428 7564 
            * Non-committee   

 

Meetings held at Bridge Club, Edith Hopper Park, Ladies Mile, Manly – first Tuesday of each month. 

OUR NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD ON TUES 7th June 2022 AT 9.30AM  

Guest speaker Dr. Eric Spurr, “NZ Garden Bird Survey” Introduced by Murray Paterson and thanked 

by Paul Wilkinson –  

Club Speaker, Graeme Newton -Host Phil Martell               

President’s Message 

Hello again members.  We are 

definitely into the winter 

temperatures now and the garden is 

taking on a different style with 

winter veggies the call of the day. 

This last month has given us all a chance to catch 

up with friends and family under the orange light 

but with a fair bit of conservatism.  Some of our 

members have taken the opportunity see the 

world.  To mention just two of those, are Steve 

and Tessa Waller heading to the UK to catch up 

with family and their caravan parked in the Peak 

District, and our Treasurer Bryan and Toni also 

off to Europe.  We wish those who are venturing 

out again very safe journeys and look forward to 

their stories when they return. 

 

Many of you took the opportunity to join the trip 

to the Hundertwasser Art Centre in Whangarei 

on the 25th of May.  This was a joint venture with 

the Gulf Harbour club and was an excellent trip, 

with the weather gods playing their part as well.   

Hopefully we can arrange further trips between 

the two clubs as it certainly is an economical 

approach to bus trips.  More of this adventure 

under “Trip and Events” below.   I must admit I 

knew of Hundertwasser having visited his quirky 

designed toilet in 

Kawakawa but was 

truly enlightened when 

reading about his 

philosophies and 

achievements at the Art 

Centre.  Well worth a 

visit if you haven’t 

already been. 

 

Our next function is to 

be held on the 30th June 

when we will be having our midyear lunch at the 

Gulf Harbour Country Club.  This a lovely venue 

and will provide an opportunity for as many as 

possible to have some good social time together.  

Details are outlined under “Trip and Events” 

below. 

 

Until next month then lets all look after each 

other.Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly 

on garth269@gmail.com or mobile 

02040060844 if you have anything you wish to 

discuss. 

Best Regards 

Garth Dutton 

http://www.rebus-hibiscuscoast.co.nz/
mailto:hibiscusrebus@gmail.com
mailto:garth269@gmail.com
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Welfare: 

John Clift is recovering in 

North Shore Hospital having 

had a stroke.  One person 

allowed to visit a day. Murray visited David 

Webb at Northaven last Thursday, Lisa Webb 

was there. We had good catch-up time. A RAT 

test is done at reception before entry.  Bruce 

Scott at Evelyn Paige, again a RAT test before 

entry. Bruce is in 24 hr care there.  John Sarcich 

is at home, Frank Coggan is our contact, please 

check with Frank if wishing to visit John. 

 

If any member needs transport to get to a 

meeting or help with anything else, please 

contact Murray or Kim  

 

Temperatures are cooling now; keep warm. 

 

Regards to all  

 

Murray Paterson and Kim Hanna 

Ph: 09 424 1027   Ph: 09 424 0350 

 

TRIPS AND FUNCTIONS 

 
This month’s trips. 

We’ve had a busy May with two 

trips in one month. 

Own car mystery tour 4th May. 

Thirty-nine members and guests participated in 

our car tour and no one got lost! Perhaps we 

made it too easy. All teams in 11 cars also got 

most of the clues, further evidence it was maybe 

too easy, or perhaps you are all too clever! We 

then had a very enjoyable lunch at the Wade at 

Silverdale. For pictures of the briefing, before 

the start of the tour, and of us all enjoying the 

lunch and noisy conversation, see the website. 

Thank you, Graeme for the great photos. For 

even more evidence look on the Wade Hotel 

Facebook page. Three lucky teams won a bottle 

of wine but I have to say it was a very close 

result. 

The Wade do a senior’s lunch with main and ice 

cream sundae, or drink for $25, which is what we 

all had. I can recommend it but ask those 

members that took part for their view. I was 

happy to finish the tour here as it is close to 

home and it gave us an opportunity to support a 

local business. 

 

Hundertwasser coach trip 25th May. 

This trip to Whangarei was the first coach trip 

organised jointly by Rebus Clubs of Gulf 

Harbour and our own Club, and by all accounts it 

was a great success. Forty-one of us travelled by 

coach to Whangarei Basin, where the Arts Centre 

is located, adjacent to the shops, cafés and Clock 

Museum. The Arts Centre has made this popular 

area even more busy and no wonder. The 

Hundertwasser inspired Centre building is a huge 

work of art itself, both outside and inside. There 

are many of his works of art following his career 

from his very first painting to his last unfinished 

one. Most of us enjoyed the film presentation of 

the artist’s earlier life, particularly during his 

travels on his boat. Add to this a museum shop, a 

café and a rooftop garden and it’s not difficult to 

see why it’s such a great success. After lunch in 

one of the excellent cafes, we set off to Kim 

Hanna’s nephew’s dairy farm at Waipu. Here we 

had an introduction from Alistair, who, in spite 

of interrupting his busy milking time, made us 

very welcome. We got close up and personal 

with his “girls” being milked on a 60-cow 

automated rotating milking system. We were so 

close and personal that we frightened some of 

Alistair’s “ladies”. Sorry, Alistair, we should 

have warned you as some of our members even 

scare me. Alistair was keen to point out all the 

good work he, and most other farmers are doing 

for the environment and to lower his farm’s 

carbon footprint. This was a welcome change 

from all the negative aspects of agriculture that 

the media tends to focus on. Thank-you Kim for 

arranging this very interesting addition to our 

trip. The sunny weather, at least while we were 

outdoors, added to what turned out to be a long 

but very enjoyable day.
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From top left - Art Centre sponsors tree, roof top garden, tour group at Waipu dairy farm, Friedrich 

Stowasser, better known by his pseudonym Friedensreich Regentag Dunkelbunt Hundertwasser, was an 

Austrian visual artist and architect who also worked in the field of environmental protection, Entrance to 

Hundertwasser Gallery, check in time Edith Hopper Park, milking time Waipu 

 
Group Photo at The Hundertwasser Art Centre Whangarei 

 

 

Mid Winter Lunch  

We have booked the Gulf Harbour Country Club (The Upstairs Bar) for our mid-winter 

lunch. 

Diners can select either Entrée + Main   or   Main + Dessert 

Entree Selection 

1. Coconut Prawns with Salad Garnish, aioli & sweet chilli sauce 

2. Chicken and Bacon Salad (Mesclun, mung beans, carrot, capsicum, cherry tomatoes) with creamy 

garlic dressing 

 



 

Page 4  

 Mains Selection 

1. Pan-fried snapper with gourmet potatoes, green beans, baby carrots topped with creamy tomato 

sauce 

2. Lamb Wellington – Lamb fillet wrapped in filo served with scalloped potato, steamed vegetable 

medley topped with a brandy rosemary jus 

3. Chicken Cordon Bleu – Panko crumbed chicken breast with ham and cheese served with a side salad 

and fries topped with apricot sauce 

 Dessert Selection 

1. Coconut Pana Cotta with in-house made coconut and marshmallow ice cream 

2. Banana wrapped in filo with toffee sauce and vanilla bean ice cream 

 Price: $45.00** per person.  Price includes the first beverage (House wines, house spirits, tap beer, 

standard bottled beer, cold non-alcoholic beverages). 

To maintain these very generous prices we require at least 50 to attend. 

Payment please to the Club Bank A/c - 12 3084 0176946 00 with your name and Reference MWLunch 

Steve Waller, (Ably assisted in his absence by Garth!) 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 

Bank account sitting at $4,871 with 

some income and costs associated with 

the Hundertwasser trip still to be 

accounted for. 

Subscriptions of $25 as set at the AGM are now 

due. Please pay directly into the Club’s account. 

Only 8 subs remain outstanding, please check 

that one of yours is not one of these. 

 

Bryan Wentworth (In absentia) 
 

Membership and ‘Our People’ 

We extend a warm welcome to new 

member Bruce Reddell.  

Now that our club is back in full 

swing, you all have a role to ‘sell’ the 

benefits of membership to friends and 

neighbours and newcomers to the Peninsula. 

There are plans afoot to do some campaigning. 

 
Remember, if you have had a change in your 

personal contact details, please send the relevant 

changes to our club email. 
hibiscusrebus@gmail.com 

 

Phil Martell 
 

 

Speakers Corner 

Our May Guest Speaker Bryan 

Jackson regaled us with examples 

from his book - “Auckland: Incidents, 

Accidents and Tragedies” to 

introduce us to the sometimes-bizarre 

twists in tales of Auckland. 

Trevor Weal led us through the amazing exploits 

of:” A person called Charles Upham”.  We – in 

the Upham House at primary school - were 

unaware of the extent to which he was such a 

fabulous person. 

Our June Guest Speaker is one of our locals – Dr. 

Eric Spurr – who will cover the "NZ Garden 

Bird Survey. The first 15 years ... 2007 - 2021"– 

which he instituted.  Murray Paterson – his 

neighbour - will introduce Eric; and Paul 

Wilkinson - of SOSSI - will thank him. 

Graeme Newton will update us on his experience 

in the Brain Research Programme. 

In your brief – or extended - Club life, if you 

have not yet clarified where you are coming 

from, please volunteer as a Club Speaker. 

As you may have noted, “sourcing” is a key 

element of Guest Speakers – so, we are always 

very pleased to be pointed in the direction of 

possible candidates.  This month’s chokky bar 

goes to: Murray Paterson. 

David Gatland 

mailto:hibiscusrebus@gmail.com
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Ramblers  

Last week’s Ramble around Albany 

was cancelled due to forecast 

thunderstorms. However, earlier in 

May we tackled the surrounds of the 

Gulf Harbour golf course – wonderful views out 

to the Gulf - with coffee at the always delightful 

Cherry cafe; the 

longer ‘Four 

Beaches’ walk – 

a chokky bar for 

the first non-

rambler to guess 

which 4 beaches; 

the Orewa 

Estuary walk; 

and the Stanmore walkway returning along the 

Beach with a very good turnout.  Those who 

have opted for a shorter walk join us for coffee 

and well-earned treats. 

Further afield Rambles depart from the Bridge 

Club at 0900 Monday morning – with carpooling 

as needed. Contact me if you wish to be on the 

Ramblers List – organised by Gulf Harbour.  

Partners and prospects – for Club membership – 

or whatever, are most welcome. 

 

David Gatland.  

 

Combined Club  Dinner Nights 

 

After a recess of 10 months because of 

Covid it has been agreed to restart the 

combined club dinner night. 

As both clubs are having their mid-

year lunches at the end of June early July, I have 

decided to delay the next dinner out until late 

July early August. Once I have confirmed a date, 

I will contact everyone.  

Graeme Mcintosh has created a dining out page 

for the Gulf Harbour website. For those who 

attended the Picador restaurant if you go to 

https://www.rebus-gulfharbour.nz/dining-group 

you we see everyone having a good time. 

 

George Tregidga 
\\\ 

 

 
 

 

Birthdays for May 
We would like to congratulate the following 

members for having successfully negotiated 

another year and hope that they are able to enjoy 

their birthday with family and friends. Special 

mention of this month’s nonagenarian 

 Leonard Hunt 

 

Frank Coggan,  

Eddy Masters, 

Brian Mullan 

Kim Hanna                            

 

Puzzle corner: 

Graeme Wake. 
Puzzle corner: 

Clarification: last month I did not 

answer the question fully: When asked 

“Why has our school maths performance 

declined so badly?” So, I had answered “the 

recent changes: like the Unit standards has 

contributed to this badly.”. So has the poor 

availability of qualified teachers. 

But why did NZ do it? Well,  it was thought by 

education theorists that it was socially desirable 

to allow everyone to succeed at something, and 

not consign some students to possible 

discouraging failure.  Tertiary teachers and 

researchers like me however, mostly opposed the 

structural change, (as the now realised outcome 

was obvious) but we were unable to stop it. 

Secondary teachers were not strongly in support 

either, but it was implemented, so they had to 

accept it.  They are still evenly divided about it 

as a workable structure.  Anyway, certainly key 

skills have seriously declined since our day.  As 

the then President of the NZ Mathematical 

Society (a professional Scientific Organisation) I 

served on a Ministerial task force prior to the 

change (around 1980).  When we recommended 

strongly that Maths not be the first subject to 

change, we were rejected and “invited to 

resign”.  We had to,  or we would have been 

bypassed. They proceeded anyway. Surely 

targeted standards in key core areas could be set 

at various levels of ability. 

 

 

 

https://www.rebus-gulfharbour.nz/dining-group
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This week: Two parts- 

 

These might highlight some knowledge gaps. 

 

*   Determine the value of the following sum:       

                1 − 2 + 3 − 4 + 5 − 6 + · · · + 99 – 100. 

(Do not use a computer, or by adding directly the 

100 terms). Hint: adding and subtraction can be 

done in any order. 

This arose this month at the gifted pre-tertiary 

potential Olympiad students’ group for Auckland 

North with which I am involved.  Incidentally, 

these students are quite neglected in our state 

system, as they find the curriculum level far too 

easy and really need more extension. 

• Unlike the above, the order of addition and 

division does matter, and rules apply, do you 

know these? So, what is     13 + 4 ÷ 2 = ?? 

Maybe your intelligent grandchild or 

computer will know the 

convention.   Interesting to know. 

 Graeme Wake 
May Story Page – via John Brown 

Seniors TV Tray 

 

 
 

 

Reflections Photo Competition 
As mentioned in the last bulletin we are running 

a photo competition which will be drawn by 

popular vote at the mid-year lunch at the Gulf 

Harbour Country Club on the 30th June.    

The conditions of the competition are fairly 

simple in that the subject matter should contain 

reflections taken on the Hibiscus Coast, and can 

be black and white or colour.  It is limited to one 

entry per member and the photos (in JPEG 

format)  are to be sent to the club’s email address 

hibiscusrebus@gmail.com .   by 23rd June.   To 

save printing costs the photos will be displayed 

in PowerPoint on a screen at the lunch. 

 

 

mailto:hibiscusrebus@gmail.com
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Donation/Sponsorship 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to 

Allan Yeo of  Booster Wine Group for the 

donation of a selection of New Zealand fine 

wines. These will be given to our guest speakers 

in appreciation for their presentations. 

 

If you wish to know more about the Booster visit 

their Site 

https://boosterwinegroup.nz/our-story 

https://boosterwinegroup.nz/

